Shadow in the Dark

Study Guide Questions
Instructions: 
Use this worksheet to help gain a better understanding of 12th Century England and the story of Shadow in the Dark. 
1. In Chapters 1 and 2 we are introduced to bandits, a peasant boy, and Benedictine monks.  Write one detail about daily life in medieval times for each of these people (food, clothes, furnishings, etc.). 
2. Carlo—leader of the bandits—is a character who will play a large part in Books I and II of The Chronicles of Xan.  Based on the information in Chapters 3 and 4, describe your first impressions of Carlo.  Is there anything that surprises you about his background? 
3. In Chapters 4 and 5, we learn some information about Harwood Abbey.  How are Benedictine monks different from “lay brothers”? 
4. In Chapter 9 we hear about Clovis Manor.  We’ve already heard about Xan’s home town, Hardonbury Manor.  How was land owned and worked in the medieval manor system? 
5. In Chapter 11 we are introduced to Sister Regina, a very important character in The Chronicles of Xan.  What do Xan and Sister Regina have in common? 
6. Throughout the first half of the book, Xan has been haunted by the image of Death—the Grim Reaper.  In Chapter 12, Xan encounters a picture of Death painted by Brother Andrew.  Does Brother Andrew fear Death the way Xan does?  Why not?
7. In Chapter 15, Xan does something very brave—what is it?  Why does Xan act so courageously? 
8. In Chapters 18 and 19 we learn about how justice was given during the Middle Ages, both in secular courts and in church courts.  What does a magistrate do in the manor’s court system?  
9. In Chapter 20, Xan solves the mystery.  Go back and find at least three clues that Xan used to discover the truth.  Did you spot any of these clues while you were reading?

10.  (For Further Study) In Chapter 22,  the old Abbot does a remarkable thing in forgiving his attacker.  This scene was inspired by an event that occurred in the 1980’s, when Pope John Paul II forgave the man who had attempted to assassinate him.  With your parents’ permission, do some research on your own and write a summary of what happened between the Pope and his assassin. 
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